
In this guide I’ll cover several important reasons why you should use a UV filter on your DSLR or 
mirrorless camera. But also when using a UV filter is completely unnecessary. 

UV filters are supposed to cut down UV light, but really modern lenses and sensors now have 
advanced coatings on them so it’s no longer necessary to add extra filters for UV light. They were 
really more designed to be used with Film. 

Using A UV Filter Really Depends On The Lens And 
Situation. Let Me Explain! 
This is one of the biggest topics of debate when it comes to photography and lenses. Should you 
use a UV filter on your dslr? Well some big photographers do not. Some do. I do sometimes. Here 
is my experience and opinions on when you should or should not use them.  

3 Reasons to Use UV Filters 
1. Use A UV Filter To Help Weather Seal Your Lens 

Some lenses like the Canon 16-35mm have a moving front element when zooming. This creates a 
vacuum that sucks dust and other matter into the lens. Using a UV filter will minimize the material 
caught in your lens and lengthen its life. 

2. Protect Your Lens 

And this is important in more than one way. First and most obvious, it’s nice to have them in case 
you accidently bump your lens on something  breaking your cheap UV filter instead of chipping the 
front element of your lens. This is even more important when you have expensive lenses. Also as 
mentioned in #1, they will help weather seal your lens. 

3. Keep Your Lens Clean  

UV filters aren’t just used to protect your lens from physical damage but also can be used to keep 
them clean. 

Here is an example. I was shooting the Santa Monica pier one night when the waves were about 
three to four feet. It was throwing up a salty mist that would collect on my dslr and my lens creating 
a sticky film. When I tried to wipe this film off it would smear everywhere. Then it gets on your 
micro fibre cloth and you have to keep using clean cloths to try to get it off, in my case the inside of 
my shirt. 

Luckily I had a few filters so I could just swap them out and put on a new one instead of having to 
clean the existing one. The last thing you want to do during a sunset is waist vital minutes cleaning 
lenses and filters. 



 

Other lenses like the new Canon 40mm pancake lens also can be difficult to clean. The lens is set 
into the body making it easy for edges to collect a lot of dirt and dust which are hard to get out.  If 
you have a UV filter on, then you only have to clean a large broad piece of glass.  

3 Reasons Not To Use UV Filters 
There are a few reason photographers stay away from UV filters. 

1. They Can Increase Flaring 

This is especially true if the filter isn’t coated very well. If you get a UV filter make sure you get 
one that is multi-coated. This helps get rid of the flair and reflection.  

There is an interesting article I read on lenses and coatings. You should check it out 
at CanonRumors All About Lens Coatings if you want to know more. 

http://www.canonrumors.com/tech-articles/all-about-lens-coatings/


To summarize – glass reflects some light, so the more glass you add on your lens the less light 
gets to your sensor, like 4%-1.5%. The advanced multi coatings keep light from reflecting allowing 
more light to pass through the lens resulting in a higher contrast image. So an advanced coating, 
multicoated both sides will only reflect 0.5% of the light.  

2. You Might Not Actually Need Them For Protection 

Some say a lens hood can provide all the protection you need from physical damage. And this is 
true. On many lenses I use, the hood is so massive that there is really no reason you’d ever have 
to worry about something hitting the front element.  

3. You Shoot In a Studio 

In a studio environment it really doesn’t make any sense to use a UV filter. You don’t have to 
worry about the weather or UV light and the flaring from poorly coated cheap UV filters could 
create extra problems with the studio lights. But beware of dust. 

Do You Need A UV Filter? 
Well, it’s up to you. I use them sometimes because I am a run and gun type of photographer. I 
throw my lenses in my camera bag without lens caps. I always am shooting near the beach or 
water falls or in the rain. So for me, it just makes sense in those situations. When I shot in Death 
Valley or the desert I did not use one. (Lesson learned, dust!) Now if I was strictly a studio 
photographer, I would never use one. 

Best UV Filters to Buy 
I’ve heard so many photographers say, “If you spend all this money on your lens you better get a 
good UV filter to protect it and not some cheap one.” The world of making filters is a lot like the 
sunglasses industry. A lot of times you’re just spending the money on the brand name. 

There are companies that sell you them for $150 dollars, and some that sell you them for $20 
dollars. I’ve had them all and honestly, as long as they are multicoated I can’t tell the difference. 
Putting something over your lens won’t really change the clarity or sharpness of your image by 
much, like said above 4%-0.5%. 

I have one really expensive B+W UV filter, but lately, I’ve started buying the cheaper ones off 
Amazon. Like Tiffen, and Hoya. 

Here is what I currently use if you’re interested in checking it out.  

Amazon: B + W 77mm UV Haze Wide Angle Slim Mount Multi Coated Glass Filter 

Amazon: Pro Optic Pro Digital 77mm Multi Coated UV Ultra Violet Filter 

Amazon: Hoya 52mm HMC UV Digital Multi-Coated Slim Frame Glass Filter 

So should you use a UV filter on your dslr? It’s up to you. 
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